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Common Name:  Senega l  Par ro t
Sc ien t i f i c  Name:  Po icepha lus  senega lus  :
Or ig in  o r  Range:  A f r i ca
Re la t i ve  S ize :  Average

An imal  Descr ip t ion :
As  a  sweet  and cudd ly  b i rd ,  the  Senega l  Par ro t  makes  a  favor i te  pe t  to  many peop le .  These dar l ing
ta lk ing  par ro ts  a re  a  sweet  surpr ise  to  a l l  who d iscover  them!
In  the  w i ld ,  Senega l  Par ro ts  ea t  f ru i ts ,  seeds ,  and  gra ins .  They  are  genera l l y  found in  the  edges
where wooded areas meet  savannah or  grass land areas.  In  capt iv i ty,  these lovely  l i t t le  b i rds are quiet
but  w i l l  learn  to  imi ta te  both  no ises  and speech.  They love p lay t ime and be ing le t  ou t  o f  the i r  cages.
Some ind iv idua ls  may b i te  when they  a re  upset  o r  f rus t ra ted .  Senega l  Par ro ts  a re  genera l l y  one-
person b i rds ,  and  are  usua l l y  very  a f fec t iona te  and love  to  cudd le .  In  cap t iv i t y,  they  a re  usua l l y  fed
a  good seed or  pe l le t  d ie t ,  supp lemented  w i th  f resh  f ru i ts  and vegetab les  and are  somet imes g iven
lean cooked meat  o r  pe t  b iscu i ts  as  t rea ts .  They  do  we l l  in  med ium s ized  cages  as  long  as  they  a re
given p lenty of  t ime out  of  the i r  cages to p lay and exerc ise.  They are genera l ly  descr ibed as behaving
l ike "b ig  b i rds"  or  be ing ca lmer  than smal ler  var ie t ies  o f  par ro t .  Senegal  Parro ts  are h igh ly  in te l l igent
and,  a l though some ind iv idua ls  may be  a  b i t  more  exc i tab le  than  o thers ,  most  a re  qu i te  ca lm.  The
average l i fespan o f  the  Senega l  Par ro ts  i s  be tween 20  and 30  years ,  though ind iv idua ls  can  l i ve
much longer  w i th  p roper  care .

At  matur i ty,  Senegal  Parro ts  are  usual ly  e ight  to  n ine inches in  length .  They have br ight  ye l low eyes.
The heads  and necks  a re  genera l l y  dark  g ray  to  b lack ,  as  a re  the i r  w ings .  The breas ts  o f  Senega l
Par ro ts  a re  g reen,  o range,  and ye l low and have a  ye l low V shaped pa t te rn ,  wh ich  can  ex tend down
in to  the  abdomina l  a rea .  Th is  i s  known as  the  ves t .  There  a re  th ree  subspec ies  o f  Senega l  Par ro ts ,
P.  s .  senega lus ,  P.  s .  vers te r i ,  and  P.  s .  Mesotypus ,  respec t ive ly,  the  nominate ,  red  be l l ied ,  and
orange bel l ied.  These subspecies a l l  d i f fer  in  appearance as wel l  as the i r  natura l  habi ta t  preferences.
The nominate  has  a  ye l low ish  o range to  ye l low-green ches t  pa t te rn ,  the  mesotypus  has  a  f la t ,  burn
orange co lo red  ches t  pa t te rn  w i th  ye l low under  the  w ings  and pa le r  g reen on  the  body,  and  the  red
bel l ied is yel low under the wings and has deep, reddish-orange on the front of  the bel ly.  The distr ibut ion
o f  P.s .s  i s :  Senega l ,  Gambia ,  Gu inea-B issau and Gu inea,  P.s .m is :  eas te rn  and nor th  eas t  N iger ia ,
nor thern Cameroon and southwest  Chad,  and P.s.v  is  Ivory Coast  and Ghana east  to  Western Niger ia .
In  some areas ,  Senega l  Par ro ts  a re  cons idered  a  nu isance because they  have tendenc ies  to  ra id
farmers '  c rops.  They s tea l  peanuts  and corn.  Nat ive to  nor th  cent ra l  Af r ica,  the Senegal  Parrot  makes
a popu la r  pe t  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  and Europe,  where  they  were  heav i l y  impor ted  un t i l  1992.  A f te r
impor ta t ion became i l lega l ,  Senegal  Parro ts  personal i t ies  began to  improve through capt ive breeding
and hand ra is ing  p rac t i ces .

Spec i f i c  Care  In fo rmat ion :
When kept  in  ou ts ide  a reas ,  Senega l  Par ro ts  shou ld  be  o f fe red  some sor t  o f  she l te r  o r  indoor  a rea .
Av ia r ies  o f  s ix  fee t  by  s ix  fee t  by  th ree  fee t  may work  we l l .  I f  kep t  indoors ,  many peop le  p re fe r  tha t
they  be  p laced in  a  cage whose d imens ions  are  a t  leas t  four  fee t  by  th ree  fee t  by  th ree  fee t .

Breed ing  and Propagat ion :
DNA sex ing  is  the  most  re l iab le  way  to  sex  Senega l  Par ro ts .  Visua l l y,  the  heads  and beaks  tend  to
be smal le r  and  s leeker  in  females  than  in  ma les .  A lso ,  the  V  shaped ves t  spor ted  by  females  tends
to be much longer  than that  o f  the male,  which terminates midway down the chest .  This  may not  apply
to  a l l  b i rds .  F ina l l y,  a  mature  Senega l  cock 's  under  ta i l  cover ts  a re  pure  ye l low,  wh i le  the  hen and
the juveni le  have ye l low-and-green feathers.  Genera l ly,  female Senegal  Parrots  reach sexual  matur i ty
a t  one to  two years  o f  age,  and males  fo l low a t  th ree years .  Usua l ly,  they  are  not  b red unt i l  they  are
th ree  or  four  years  o ld .  Breed ing  season usua l l y  occurs  be tween November  and March ,  a l though
breed ing  may occur  year  round.  A nes t ing  box  shou ld  be  prov ided,  p re fe rab ly  one o f  20  by  ten  by
two inches .  I f  your  b i rds  do  no t  b reed,  you  may w ish  to  t ry  chang ing  the  shape o f  the  nes t ing  box .
Two to  s ix  eggs  are  la id  a t  two-day  in te rva ls .  The incubat ion  per iod  i s  about  four  weeks ,  and  the
ch icks  are  usua l ly  ready to  leave the  nest  when they  are  n ine weeks o ld .  By  12 weeks o f  age,  young
Senega l  Par ro ts  a re  usua l l y  comple te ly  independent .


