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Common  Name :   Pa rakee t  -  Budge r i ga r
O the r  Common  Names :   Budg ie ,  Budge r i ga r,  Eng l i sh  Budg ie ,  Amer i can  Budg ie
Sc ien t i f i c  Name :   Me lops t i i a cus  undu la tus
Group :   Aus t r a l i an
Or i g i n  o r  Range :   Aus t r a l i a
Re la t i ve  S i ze :   Sma l l e r  Than  Ave rage
Ave rage  L i f espan :   7  yea r ( s )
Compa t i b i l i t y :   Re la t i ve l y  Non -Agg ress i ve

The  budg ie  does  have  a l t e rna t i ve  names  g i ven  t o  i t  such  as  she l l  pa rakee t  and  wa rb l i ng  g rass
parakee t ,  hence  peop le  ca l l i ng  them budg ies  and  pa rakee ts .  A lo t  depends  on  wh ich  pa r t  o f  t he  wor ld
you  l i ve  i n .  I n  t he  USA a  budg ie  i s  o f t en  r e fe r red  t o  as  a  pa rakee t .

An ima l  Desc r i p t i on :   B reed  Standa rd
The  Budger iga r  i s  one  o f  t he  mos t  l oved  pa r ro ts  a round  the  wor ld .  And  i t ' s  no  su rp r i se  why.  They  a re
smar t ,  a f f ec t i ona te ,  and  beau t i f u l .  The  Budg ie  can  make  a  wonde r f u l  add i t i on  t o  any  home .

The  Budge r i ga r,  a l so  known  as  t he  "Budg ie "  o r  "Pa rakee t " ,  comes  i n  a  w ide  spec t rum o f  co l o r
va r i a t i ons  and  many  va r i e t i es ,  see  the  re la ted  s to ry,  "Budg ies :  A Ra inbow o f  Co lo rs ! "  on  ou r  webs i t e
fo r  more  i n fo rma t i on .  The re  a re  Eng l i sh  and  Amer i can  va r i e t i es  o f  budg ies  i n  add i t i on  the  to  budg ies
f r om the i r  na t i ve  coun t r y,  Aus t r a l i a .  The  Eng l i sh  Budg ie  i s  l a rge r  t han  i t s  Aus t ra l i an  and  Amer i can
coun te rpa r ts  and  i s  mos t  common l y  seen  i n  shows .  They  a re  a  l o t  l e ss  ac t i ve  t han  t he i r  Amer i can
cous ins .  The  Amer i can  ve r s i ons  a re  t hose  mos t  common l y  seen  i n  pe t  s t o res  i n  t he  Un i t ed  Sta tes
and  Canada .  The  budg ie  i s  pe rhaps  bes t  l oved  fo r  i t s  f r i end l y  pe rsona l i t y.  These  a f fec t i ona te  pa r ro ts
g i ve  as  much  l ove  as  t hey  l i ke  t o  r ece i ve .  Some  budg ies  a re  a l so  exce l l en t  ta l ke rs .  The i r  vo i ces  a re
no t  as  d i s t i nc t  as  those  o f  t he  l a rge r  pa r ro ts ,  bu t  one  m igh t  be  su rp r i sed  how we l l  t hese  l i t t l e  pa r ro ts
can  ta l k .  The re  i s  o f  cou rse  no  gua ran tee  you r  budg ie  w i l l  t a l k ,  bu t  do  no t  be  su rp r i sed  i f  he  beg ins
to  m im ic  wh i s t l es  and  o the r  househo ld  no i ses .  Ano the r  engag ing  t r a i t  o f  t he  budg ie  i s  h i s  ease  o f
t r a i n i ng .  The re  a re  many  me thods  o f  t r a i n i ng  and  t he  budg ie  seems  t o  r espond  qu i t e  we l l  t o  a l l  o f
t hem.  Jus t  r emember  t o  g i ve  you r  budg ie  t ime  t o  ad jus t  i n  h i s  new  home  be fo re  you  beg in  t r a i n i ng .
Many  c l a im  t ha t  ma les  and  f ema les  a re  eas i l y  d i s t i ngu i shed  by  t he  co l o r  o f  t he i r  ce res  ( t he  a rea
above  t he i r  beaks ) .  The  ce re  o f  t he  f ema le  i s  b rown ,  r edd i sh ,  wh i t e  o r  l i gh t  be i ge ,  wh i l e  t he  ma les
usua l l y  have  a  b lue  ce re .  Many  t imes ,  howeve r,  i t  i s  no t  poss ib le  t o  d i s t i ngu i sh  sexes  based  on  ce re
co lo r  a l one .  Bo th  sexes  o f  some  va r i e t i es ,  such  as  t he  I nos  and  t he  Fa l l ow,  have  t he  same  co lo r
ce re .  The  sma l l  s i ze  o f  t he  budg ie  i s  ano the r  appea l i ng  f ea tu re  t o  many  pa rakee t  owne rs .  An  adu l t
budg ie  w i l l  be  app rox ima te l y  seven  i nches  i n  l eng th  ( 18  cen t ime te r s ) .

Budger iga rs  i n  the  w i ld  a re  soc ia l  b i rds ,  t rave l i ng  in  a  va r ie t y  o f  f l ock  s i zes .  Sma l l  f l ocks  can  number
i n  t he  1920s ,  wh i l e  some  have  no ted  budg ie  f l ocks  o f  ove r  25 ,000 !  L i ke  domes t i c  budg ies ,  t he i r  w i l d
coun te rpa r ts  a re  p lac id ,  even  t empered ,  and  ou tgo ing .  I t  i s  r a re  t o  see  w i l d  budg ies  qua r re l l i ng  w i t h
each  o the r.  These  w i l d  budg ies  a re  no t  shy  and  a re  o f t en  eas i l y  app roachab le .  The i r  na tu ra l  d i e t
cons i s ts  o f  g rass  seeds ,  euca l yp tus  l eaves ,  buds ,  ba r k ,  m i l l e t ,  and  a  va r i e t y  o f  g reens .

F i r s t  d i scove red  i n  1805 ,  t he  Budger iga r  o r i g i na tes  i n  Aus t ra l i a ,  bu t  has  qu i ck l y  become a  wor ldw ide
favo r i t e .  Because  o f  t he  Budge r i ga r ' s  immense  popu la r i t y  he  i s  known  by  many  names  t h roughou t
the  wor ld .  In  h i s  na t i ve  Aus t ra l i a  he  i s  ca l l ed  "Bedger igah" ,  the  F rench  ca l l  t hem "Per ruche  Ondu lee" ,
t he  Du tch  have  named  them "Graspa rk i e t " ,  i n  I ta l y  t hey  a re  ca l l ed  Pa r roche t t o .  The  No rweg iens  and
Swed i sh  have  named  t hem Undu la t ,  wh i l e  t he  Ge rmans  ca l l  t hem "We l l ens i t t i ch " .  Las t l y,  t he  G reeks
ca l l  t hem "Papaga lak i " ,  and  t he  Po r t uguese  wo rd  f o r  Budge r i ga r  i s  "Pe r i qu i t o " .

Spec i f i c  Ca re  I n f o rma t i on :
I t  i s  impor tant  to  feed your  Budger igar  a  wel l  ba lanced d ie t .  Many a lso recommend d ie tary  supplements .
Ta l k  w i t h  you r  ve te r i na r i an  abou t  t he  co r rec t  d i e t  and  supp lemen ts .  One  o f  t he  l ead ing  causes  o f
ea r l y  dea th  i n  pe t  budg ies  i s  imp rope r  nu t r i t i on .  The  o the r  s i x  ma in  causes  o f  i l l nesses  i n  budg ies
a re  mo lds ,  pa ras i t es  ( i nc l ud ing  sca l y  f ace ,  f ea the r  l i ce ,  cocc id i os i s ,  o rn i t hos i s ,  and  red  m i tes ) ,  v i r a l
i n f ec t i ons ,  po i son ing ,  shock ,  and  resp i r a to r y  d i seases .

Budg ies  shou ld  be  housed  in  cages  tha t  p rov ide  p len ty  o f  space  fo r  movement .  16  inches  x  16  inches
x18  i nches  i s  t he  m in imum s i ze  t ha t  a  s i ng l e  budg ie  shou ld  be  housed  i n .  Mu l t i p l e  b i r ds  w i l l  need  a
l a rge r  cage .

B reed ing  and  P ropaga t i on :
Capt ive  b reed ing  o f  budger igars  i s  re la t i ve ly  easy  to  ach ieve  and is  commonly  seen.  Breed ing  seasons
can  beg in  a t  any  t ime  o f  yea r.  The  hen  w i l l  usua l l y  l ay  f ou r  t o  f i ve  eggs ,  wh i ch  i ncuba te  f o r  a  pe r i od
o f  18  days .  The  f l edg l i ng  pe r i od  l as ts  one  mon th .  The  P lease  see  t he  r e l a t ed  a r t i c l e  on  budg ie
gene t i c s  f o r  mo re  i n f o rma t i on .


