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Common Name:   A lgae  Ea te r  -  Go lden
Other  Common Names :   none  l i s ted
Sc ien t i f i c  Name:   Gy r inoche i l us  aymon ie r i  ssp .
 Or ig in  o r  Range :   As ia
Re la t i ve  S ize :   Ave rage
Average  L i fespan :   9  yea r (s )
Compat ib i l i t y :   Re la t i ve l y  Aggress ive

An ima l  Desc r ip t i on :
The  Go lden  Ch inese  A lgae  Ea te r  i s  much  l i ke  the  Ch inese  A lgae  Ea te r,  bu t  i t  i s  a lb ino .  They   a l so
go by  the  name o f  S iamese A lgae Eater,  Ind ian  A lgae Eater  o r  Sucker  F ish .  Juven i les  are   ex t remely
usefu l ,  as  they  c lean  the  sur faces  in  the  tank  o f  a lgae  -  bu t  adu l ts  a re  no t  we l l  su i ted   to  communi ty
tanks .

Young  S iamese  A lgae  Ea te rs  w i l l  f i t  i n to  mos t  commun i t y  tanks .  They  a re  no t  ove r l y   agg ress ive .
Bu t  th i s  i s  no t  t rue  fo r  ma tu re  spec ies .  Ma tu re  Ch inese  a lgae  ea te rs  usua l l y  d i sp lay   aggress ive
behav io r  towards  o the r  spec ies  o f  f i sh .  They  a re  known to  ha rass  and  te r ro r i ze   tank  mates .  They
can  a l so  a t tach  themse lves  to  the  s ides  o f  o the r  f i sh ,  wh ich  can  se r ious ly   i n ju re  the  o the r  f i sh .  I f
th is  occurs  the a lgae sucker  must  be removed permanent ly.  As these  f ish  become o lder  they become
more  and  more  aggress ive .  I t  has  been  repor ted  tha t  they   s top  ea t ing  a lgae  as  they  ge t  o lde r,  and
th is  de fea ts  the  ma in  purpose  o f  hav ing  them in   aquar ium.  Because  they  tend  to  g row ra ther  la rge ,
they  do  much  be t te r  i n  a  l a rge  tank  o f  a t   l eas t  75 -ga l l ons .  In  add i t i on  to  d i sp lay ing  aggress ion
towards o ther  spec ies ,  the  mature  A lgae  Eaters  w i l l  de fend the i r  te r r i to ry  -  even aga ins t  o ther  A lgae
Ea te rs .  Aquar iums  o f  a  hundred   ga l l ons  o r  l ess  shou ld  on ly  have  one  A lgae  Ea te r.  As  fa r  as  the
aquar ium se tup ,  the  Sucker   F i sh  i s  no t  a  fussy  f i sh ,  bu t  i t  p re fe rs  l o ts  o f  h id ing  p laces ,  such  as
rock  p i les ,  vegeta t ion  and  a   d im ly  l i t  tank .  A lgae  Eaters  w i l l  spend most  o f  the i r  t ime on  the  bo t tom
of  the  tank ,  suck ing   a lgae  o f  the  subs t ra te  and  rocks .  The  Go lden  Ch inese  A lgae  Ea te r  has  an
average  l i f espan   be tween  8  and  10  years .

The  Go lden  Ch inese  A lgae  Ea te r ' s  l i gh t  b rown body  makes  i t  a  more  exo t i c  cho ice  than  the   regu la r
Ch inese  A lgae  Ea te r.  The  S iamese  A lgae  Ea te r  usua l l y  has  a  b rown body,  w i th  da rk   b rown  to  g ray
fea tu res .  These  fea tu res  can  be  s t r i pes ,  spo ts  o r  bo th .  A few f i sh  w i l l  be  a  pu re   l i gh t  ye l l ow  co lo r.
A t  matur i t y,  the  A lgae  Eate r  w i l l  reach  a  s ize  o f  rough ly  four  to  s ix  inches .   The  la rges t  documented
Ch inese  A lgae  Ea te r  was  11  inches  in  l eng th  Sucker  F i sh  a re  tubu la r,   w i th  l ong  na r row bod ies .
When they  are  ea t ing  a lgae o f f  the  g lass ,  you can see the i r  mouth ,   wh ich  is  a  round suc t ion  dev ice .
Ma les  tend  to  be  la rge r  than  fema les  and  w i l l  have  la rge r,   war t y  heads .  The  Ch inese  A lgae  Ea te r
i s  o r ig ina l l y  f romsou theas tpa r tso f  As ia ,  i nc lud ing  Ind ia  and   Tha i l and .

Spec i f i c  Care  In fo rmat ion :
A lgae  Ea te rs  a re  p re t t y  se l f - re l i an t .  I t  i s  impor tan t  no t  to  c lean  the  a lgae  in  you r  tank  i f  you   have
a  Sucker  F i sh ,  as  the  a lgae  a re  the i r  sou rce  o f  f ood .  They  l i ke  wa te r  be tween  75  and  82   degrees
fah renhe i t ,  w i th  a  s l i gh t l y  ac id i c  to  neu t ra l  pH ,  rang ing  f rom 6 .2  to  8 .  They  on ly  need   to  be  fed
when  the re  a re  no  a lgae  in  the  tank .  I f  t h i s  happens ,  l a rge  quan t i t i es  o f  f l akes ,  sh r imp   pe l le ts  and
vegetab les  shou ld  be put  in to  the  tank.  A lgae Eaters  shou ld  not  be put  in to  newly   es tab l ished tanks,
as  the re  w i l l  no t  ye t  be  any  a lgae  p resen t  fo r  them to  ea t .

B reed ing  and  Propaga t ion :
Do  no t  p lan  on  b reed ing  the  Go lden  A lgae  Ea te r.  L i t t l e  i s  known abou t  the i r  b reed ing   pa t te rns  and
the  two  sexes  a re  ex t reme ly  d i f f i cu l t  t o  d i s t i ngu ish


