
Pet Plaza                                                              Discount Animal Supplies
911 E. Plaza Blvd.                                                    Professional Grooming
National City, Ca. 91950                                                        619-477-4076

Af r i can  Kn i f e f i sh
Sc i  Name :Xenomys tus  n i g r i
Fam i l y :No top te r i dae
Or i g i n :A f r i ca ;  Za i r e
Max  S i ze :12 "
pH :Ac id i c
Temp :72 -82  F.
Tank  S i ze :55  Ga l l ons

Feed ing :Ca rn i vo rous
The  A f r i can  Kn i f e f i sh  i s  a  l a rge  ca rn i vo rous  p reda to r.  The i r  bod ies  a re  bu i l t  i n  t he
usua l  Kn i fe f i sh  shape ;  s tocky  bu i l d  w i th  a  ve ry  l ong -based  ana l  f i n .  The  " ta i l "  o f  t h i s
f i sh  r esemb les  a  swo rd  b l ade ,  hence  i t s  common  name  o f  Kn i f e f i sh .  Th i s  pa r t i cu l a r
Kn i f e f i sh  l acks  a  do r sa l  f i n .

Tank  Se tup
A l a rge  tank  i s  r equ i r ed  t o  f o r  t h i s  f i sh  t o  t h r i ve  as  an  adu l t .  Juven i l es  may  be  kep t
t oge the r  bu t  as  adu l t s  t hey  may  f i gh t .  A heav i l y  p l an ted  aqua r i um  i s  r ecommended
w i t h  a  s l i gh t l y  ac i d i c  pH  and  p l en t y  o f  sw imming  space .  F l oa t i ng  p l an ts  shou ld  be
used  to  subdue  the  l i gh t i ng ,  as  Kn i fe f i sh  a re  noc tu rna l .  Be ing  noc tu rna l ,  t hey  shou ld
a l so  be  f ed  a f t e r  t he  l i gh ts  a re  t u rned  o f f .  These  f i sh  o f t en  make  " c l i c k i ng "  sounds
wh i ch  can  be  hea rd  when  ne t t i ng  t he  f i sh .

Feed ing
A f r i can  Kn i f e f i sh  a re  vo rac i ous  p reda to r s  t ha t  need  mea t  i n  t he i r  d i e t .  Worms ,  bee f
hea r t  and  f i sh  a re  a l l  r e l i shed .  L i ve  f oods  a re  r ecommended .

Wa te r  Chem is t r y
These  f i sh  app rec i a t e  an  ac i d i c  pH  a round  6 .0 -6 .5  w i t h  so f t  wa te r  a t  abou t  5  dGH.
A gene ra l  t empe ra tu re  o f  72 -80  deg rees  F  w i l l  su f f i ce .

B reed ing
L i t t l e  i s  known  abou t  t he  b reed ing  behav io r  o f  t h i s  f i sh .  Fema les  l ay  up  t o  200  t i n y
eggs  wh i ch  ha t ch  sho r t l y.  Sex i ng  i s  sa i d  t o  be  imposs i b l e .


